
156. Great Serpent Mound. Adams County, southern Ohio. 

Mississippian (Eastern Woodlands). C. 1070 C.E. Earthwork/effigy mound 

 1,348-foot (411 m)-long,[2] three-foot-high prehistoric effigy mound on a plateau of the Serpent 

Mound crater 

 Researchers have attributed construction of the mound to three different prehistoric 

indigenous cultures: possibly the “Fort Ancient Culture” or they may have ‘re-purposed’ the 

mound . . . 
o No other artificacts (usually buried some) . . . no graves . . . another mound  in the area 

was identified as made by these people . . . problem: they had no fort, ancient or 

culture 
o Current idea of origin: An eight-member team led by archaeologist William F Romain 

has been published in the Journal of Archaeological Science.[10][11] The team found much 

older charcoal samples in less-damaged sections of the mound. The investigators 

conjecture that the mound was originally built between 381 BCE and 44 BCE, with a 

mean date of 321 BCE. They explain the more recent charcoal found in the 1990s as 

likely the result of a "repair" effort by Indians around 1070 CE, when the mound would 

already have been suffering from natural degradation 

  largest serpent effigy in the world.[4] 

 Description: Including all three parts, the Serpent Mound extends about 1,370 feet (420 m), and 

varies in height from less than a foot to more than three feet (30–100 cm). Conforming to the 

curve of the land on which it rests, with its head approaching a cliff above a stream, the serpent 

winds back and forth for more than eight hundred feet and seven coils, and ends in a triple-

coiled tail. The serpent head has an open mouth extending around the east end of a 120-foot 

(37 m)-long hollow oval feature that may represent the snake eating an egg,[5] though some 

scholars posit that the oval feature symbolizes the sun, the body of a frog, or merely the 

remnant of a platform. The effigy's extreme western feature is a triangular mound 

approximately 31.6 feet (9.6 m) at its base and long axis. 

  There are serpent effigies in Scotland and Ontario that are very similar 

 archaeological evidence suggests that ancient cultures were distinct and separate from more 

recent historic Native American cultures 

 Function: graves at the site suggest the earthwork served a mortuary function, and that this 

was the principal nature of the site, directing spirits of the dead from burial mounds 

 oval-to-head area of the serpent is aligned to the summer solstice sunset. 
o suggested an array of lunar alignments based on the curves in the effigy's body. 

Fletcher and Cameron argued convincingly for the Serpent Mound's coils being aligned 

to the two solstice and two equinox events each year. If the Serpent Mound were 

designed to sight both solar and lunar arrays, it would be significant as the 
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consolidation of astronomical knowledge into a single symbol. The head of the serpent 

is aligned to the summer solstice sunset and the coils also may point to the winter 

solstice sunrise and the equinox sunrise.[ 
o may have been designed in accord with the pattern of stars composing the 

constellation Draco 
o Some researchers date the earthwork to around 5,000 years ago, based on the position 

of Draco, through the backward motion of precessionary circle of the ecliptic when 

Thuban was the Pole Star. Alignment of the effigy to the Pole Star at that position also 

shows how true north may have been found. This was not known until 1987 because 

lodestone and modern compasses give incorrect readings at the site 
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